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Christian Levett, far right,
aims to discover more about
Hadrian, left, and his wall

Hail Hedgie,the Hadrian hunter
who has two sons, has used his
wealth to pursue his passion
for collecting that began when
he was seven years old with an
interest in Victorian coins. By
his twenties he was collecting
fine art, furniture for his two
properties and hand-painted
natural history books.
Levett’s interest in
antiquities came later. “It never
occurred to me that you could
still buy things like Roman
marbles, Egyptian sarcophagi
or Greek military helmets,” he
told the collectors’ magazine,
Apollo. “It absolutely blew me
away that you could own an
Egyptian cartonnage mask [the
headpiece of an Egyptian
mummy] and have it on the
side in the living room.”
Fascinated by military history, he now owns the world’s
largest private collection of
Greco-Roman arms and
armour. This, and other items
in his 700-strong antiquities
collection, are now on public
display in a four-storey
museum Levett converted from
a 16th-century former olive
mill in Mougins, near Cannes
in France. The Mougins
Museum of Classical Art
opened last summer.
Levett’s backing has come as
a welcome boost to the
beleaguered archeology world.
There has been a fall of 7.6% in
archeology jobs in the past two
years and the Council for
British Archaeology is losing all
its annual core funding from

Universities told to
expand abroad to
cut immigration
Jack Grimston

Education Correspondent

UNIVERSITIES are being urged
by the government to open
campuses abroad and teach
more foreign students in their
home countries rather than
educate them in Britain.
Officials have warned
universities that the
government can only meet a
Tory pledge to slash net
immigration to “tens of
thousands” if it makes deep
cuts to the 298,000 students
from outside the European
Union who are at British
universities. This is in addition
to more than 100,000 people at
schools and private colleges.
Eric Thomas, president of
Universities UK, has urged
David Cameron to exclude

students from this target to
stop the economy losing the
fees paid by foreign students.
The government has been
unwilling to do this, but David
Willetts, the universities
minister, has told institutions
he will help them gain income
by setting up deals overseas.
This weekend, Willetts
denied the government had
any plans to set a formal limit
on foreign student numbers,
but said: “There comes a point
where not everyone who
wants to can travel through
Heathrow to study in Britain.”
The minister, who will
detail the overseas expansion
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A City financier
with a love of
antiquities is
funding a
£500,000 dig
into the life of
the Roman, says
Dalya Alberge
APART from a personal fortune
of £250m, Christian Levett is
hardly the typical hedge fund
manager. He is a devoted
family man, drives a Mini and
his tastes could best be
described as sober.
However, Levett admits to
“going crazy” from time to
time, not with champagne or
cocaine, but with something
rarely seen in the world of
high finance — Greco-Roman
antiquities.
Even City colleagues relaxed
about lavish spending may
balk, however, at news that he
is spending £500,000 on two
archeological projects, one
involving the British Museum,
that could provide insights into
life under the Roman emperor
Hadrian.
In what is believed to be
one of the largest privately
funded archeological digs,
teams will go out to two Unesco
world heritage sites, one to excavate an area next to the spectacular villa built by Hadrian at
modern Tivoli in Italy, and
another to dig at a garrison
settlement linked to Hadrian’s
Wall in Maryport, Cumbria.
Levett, the son of an Essex
bookmaker, may even join the
British dig for a week. “I’d like to
have a go,” he said. “That’s part
of the fascination.” He might
have been an archeologist “in a
different world. But, as it
stands, it’s a nice position to be
in, to be wealthy enough to support archeology financially”.
Both sites could yield historic and artistic treasures. At
Hadrian’s villa, archeologists
will explore an area half the
size of a football pitch.
At Maryport, geophysical
surveys have shown evidence of
170 “significant” buildings that
could cast new light on civilian
life around the Roman fort.
It is a long way from the
London offices where Clive
Capital commodities hedge
fund, which Levett founded in
2007, manages £2.4 billion in
investments. The Sunday
Times Rich List values his personal fortune at £250m. Levett,
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plans in a speech at Stanford
University, California, next
month, added: “Higher
education is one of the big
global growth sectors over the
next decade, and I want us to
seize the opportunity.”
Although the government is
not setting a maximum
number for foreign students, at
a meeting earlier this year
hosted by Universities UK,
Glyn Williams, head of
migration policy at the Home
Office, warned: “You can’t just
say ‘we are going to have as
many students as we feel like,
it is a free-for-all, we will go
out and attract whatever
students we want’ . . . the
government has an
immigration policy.”
One vice-chancellor said
that a senior immigration
official had privately “told us
clearly that it would not be
possible for the government to
hit its targets for reducing net
migration without cutting the
number of visas given to
genuine students”.
Initiatives favoured by
Willetts for universities to
increase overseas income
range from building complete
campuses, similar to one
already opened by Nottingham
in China, to signing deals for
undergraduates to gain British
degrees through institutions in
their home country, or
advising countries such as
Turkey or Indonesia on
expanding their higher
education systems.
The magazine Education
Investor reported that Willetts
recently hosted a meeting at
which options for expansion
were discussed by universities,
including Essex, Nottingham
and Warwick, along with
firms such as Goldman Sachs.
Universities have seen the
first signs that the tightening
of the visa policy is starting to
put off overseas interest, with
falls of more than 30% in
applications from India to
some institutions.
Send us your poor, your tired and
your students, Editorial, page 22

the British Academy. Although
Levett is financing the two
digs, any valuable discoveries
will go into museums, not his
own collection.
Thorsten Opper, the British
Museum’s curator of Greek and

Roman sculpture, who will lead
the Tivoli excavation said: “He
just has a real interest . . .
There are no conditions
attached. That’s how it used
to be.”
At the Italian villa, built in

the early 2nd century on more
than 250 acres, the archeologists are focusing on a waterlogged, densely overgrown area
named Pantanello (little
swamp) which Hadrian may
have built as an artificial lake.

Before excavating begins,
pumps will have to be installed
and vegetation cut.
The Roman fort of Alauna at
Maryport is one of the largest
along Hadrian’s Wall, the
construction of which Hadrian

ordered in AD122. Covering
more than five acres, it is now
farmland. Pending consultation with experts, excavation
will focus on the adjacent garrison site since such RomanoBritish settlements are compar-

atively little researched. Asked
why he is funding the two
excavations, Levett said: “I
thought it would be fun.”
Archeology is fun? Try
telling that to the champagne
drinkers in the City.

